Filled to the Brim

John 2:1-11

Small Group Discussion Guide


(Note to Facilitators:  We encourage you to have a significant time of prayer after this study, so you may want to watch the time as you go through the questions.)
Warm-up question: What was the funniest thing or the worst mistake that happened at your wedding or one you’ve attended?
Historical Background:  Pastor Josh commented, “We in the US often fail to grasp the magnitude of a Jewish wedding in the first century….  In small-town Galilee, a wedding would have caused the whole town to shut down for several days and sometimes even a week….  We also need to understand that showing generous hospitality was a crucial value in the culture of Jesus’ day. If you were the one throwing a wedding party or a feast, and you didn’t provide lavishly for your guests, you would not only have a social stigma follow you around for the rest of your life, but you could even be held liable in a lawsuit where you would end up owing your guests for the failure to meet a certain standard. ”

With this background in mind, READ John 2:1-11
1. As you read these verses, jot down the details which stand out.  What is John up to with this story?  What confuses you?  What is clear?
2. Bruce Milne sees a model of intercessory prayer in Mary’s brief discussion with her son, “They have no more wine.”
 Agree or disagree? How is Mary’s statement like a prayer?  Is there anything left out that you would expect to be there?  
a) What reason(s) would Mary have for bringing this issue to Jesus? 

b) In responding to Mary’s request, what did Jesus ask the servants to do? The servants would know that the large stone jars had water in them for ceremonial washing. The water would have gone stagnant and thus definitely not be used for drinking. Place yourselves in the servants’ shoes; what would be your initial thoughts and feelings about this request?
c) After bringing a request to God, have you ever felt he asked you to take a first step that was fairly unusual? How did it turn out?
d) If this is a model of intercessory prayer, what can we learn from it when bringing our requests to God? 
3. Again, we need to understand the Jewish context. As Pastor Josh stated, “If you had six of these 20-gallon Rubbermaid cans, and you filled them all with Alto Moncayo Garnacha, you’d have 120 gallons of excellent wine. That’s about 605 bottles, which would cost over $120,000 today, and that’s on the conservative side.”
a) So, understanding this context, how did Jesus answer Mary’s request?

b) Think of this miracle from the perspective of the host family. What does Jesus do for them?  What do we learn from this story of God’s gracious provision in our lives?  Go ahead: spiritualize the text a bit. What “new wine” has God given to you?

c) As Pastor Josh pointed out, where else might we look for “new wine” (something to satisfy us) other than Jesus? If you are comfortable with your group, be real about this. In what areas of your life do you tend to do this?


4. Re-read v.11 to get the broader scope in Jesus’ mission.
a) Why do you think Jesus chose to answer this request\prayer in this way?

b) [Pastor Josh paraphrased Pastor Tim Keller when he stated that Jesus’ miracle was “an acted-out picture of all that he is and a symbolic picture of all that the Christian faith would be as well. In a way, this is a prototype for his ministry.”]  What does Jesus want us to see?
c) In light of v11, why do you think Jesus chose a wedding to perform his first miracle?
5. Pastor Josh highlighted the marriage metaphor of John 2 as well. (Paraphrasing Keller again) Josh stated, “By calling himself the groom, and us the bride, Jesus is saying that he is ravished with us. He can hardly wait to embrace us. He wants to give himself to you, as you give yourself to him.”  Furthermore, he referenced Revelation 19:5-10, which explains how heaven will be one continual wedding feast.  
a) How does this make you feel that you are the “bride of Christ” and are lavishly loved by Jesus both now and in heaven?

b) Are there ways that any of you now feel blocked from experiencing this love?  Explain so we can pray for and support you.

c) [As Josh stated, if we don’t understand the love of our heavenly groom, we will look for it in other places – our spouse, work, addictions, etc.]  How can we grow in allowing Jesus to be the only person or thing that completes us?
6. Jesus’ miracle was a loving answer to a request/prayer from one of his loved ones. But even more importantly, it was a sign that he came to pay a significant cost (his death) in order to provide real wine, real abundant life.
a) How do we see this in v. 4? What light does Jesus shed on this in Matthew 20:22 and Matthew 26:39?

b) Knowing this high cost to Jesus, how does this motivate you to share your faith?

7. Notice how the two main points of this passage – Jesus’ extravagant love in response to a request and his miracle as a sign of his glory mirrors TVC’s two-part mission of “To Know God and Make Him Known”! And only as we know and experience the extravagant love of Christ, can we effectively share the “good news” with others.

a) Knowing how much Jesus the groom loves you as a bride and has an eternal wedding feast waiting for you in heaven, how does this affect your witness to others now?

SHARING/PRAYER: Among our usual requests, ask God to be our “groom,” the source of our need for love that we might, in turn, be overflowing jars of “new wine” (extravagant love) to unbelievers.

For Further Study and Meditation

The story in Cana has a deeper significance than Jesus saving the honor of a Galilean family.  The new wine of Jesus is replacing the old water of Judaism.  Late in Israel’s history the prophets foretold of God’s judgment on the nation and of the restoration of his people under the leadership of the Messiah.  Wine was often employed as a symbol of God’s future blessing.
  

Now think back to John’s story in Cana.  From where does the water for the wine come?  It is from ceremonial washing pots.  Upon entering the house where the feast was taking place, the guests would wash their hands and feet in an exact, prescribed fashion.  They might even re-wash between courses of the meal.  The symbolism is rich.  The water of Judaism is replaced by the wine of Jesus.  John’s point is precise; the best has been saved until now.   

1) If the water of Judaism symbolized making us clean from sin and the new wine of Jesus replaces this, how does it replace it?


2) How do you feel knowing that you don’t have to follow prescribed rituals each day in order to cover your sin, but that all your past, present, and future sins are atoned for in Christ’s death?

3) It is in Jesus, John tells us, where we at last find the revealed glory of God!
  In 2:11 we learn this miracle revealed the glory of Jesus.  What was the result of the revelation of Jesus’ glory?      
4) The synoptic gospels tend to see the glory of Jesus in his resurrection. But John sees Jesus’ glory in his ministry and, of all places, in his crucifixion. Consider (ponder) the following texts in John. In each passage, what is the source or reason for Jesus’ glory? Notice how surprising some of them are.  

• 7:37-39   

• 8:54   

• 9:24   

• 11:1-4, 39-44   

• 12:14-16, 23, 27-28   

• 12:38-42 (difficult?)   

• 13:25-32   

• 16:13-15   

• 17:4-5 (!)

Summarize what stands out as the source of Jesus’ glory.

What is your response to reading multiple passages pointing to Jesus’ glory?

Often Christians find themselves tied up in the things of earth. What can we do to keep focused on this great glory?       
The new wine has come.  Believers are drinking of it every day.  Spend time giving God glory for his wonderful provision.
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� Notice how two prophets, Joel and Amos, use wine as an image of God’s grace in the coming kingdom.  The threshing floors will be [in the coming kingdom] filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. (Joel 2:24)  In that day [when Messiah reigns] the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the Lord’s house and will water the valley of acacias. (Joel 3:18)  The days are coming, declares the LORD, when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills. I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. (Amos 9:13-14)    


� John 1:14 is significant with regard to the glory of God revealed in Jesus.  In Jewish writing the glory resulting from the immediate presence of the Lord is referred to as the Shekinah glory of God.  The word means to dwell, or dwelling.  In 1:14 Jesus dwelled for a while among us. 
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