Do You See?

John 9

Small Group Discussion Guide


Warm-up question: 
· What is something that you see clearly now, at this stage of your life, that you wish you had seen when you were younger?

TAKE TURNS READING John 9
1. John 9 tells the story of Jesus healing a man blind from birth and how the Pharisees, instead of being awed by a miracle, objected to anyone healing on the Sabbath.  
a. Pastor Josh pointed out that “most of us are inclined to see life through a system of merit.”  Where in this passage were people doing the same – seeing life as a system being rewarding for doing good and punished for doing bad?

b. How did Jesus counter this perception?  

c. Most of our experiences in the world – jobs, etc. – deal with systems of merit thus making it hard to experience the spiritual world differently.  In what areas of your Christian faith do you struggle to “live by grace” instead of earning God’s love?


d. How would you describe the difference between living by a system of merit and living by a system of grace?  Provide examples if you can.  Is there anything unclear about each or about the difference between them?

2. This passage deals a bit with suffering.  
a. From Jesus’ response, what is his view on the cause and effects of suffering?
  

b. Jesus said this man was born blind so that “the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  How much of a struggle is it for you when you experience challenges and suffering to keep your vision on God’s end goal of His glory in your life?

3. Josh’s second major point is that “we have a need that is far greater than any physical ailment; the need for spiritual sight,” especially in the areas of sin and grace.
a. We all know in the abstract we need to depend daily on our Savior, but in reality we often don’t.  In what areas of your life do you find it hard to depend on Jesus? 

b. Josh also stated, “Because you don’t see your need for a Savior, you will remain blind – spiritually unhealed.” 

i. How did the Pharisees’ pride keep them spiritually blind?  Give examples.


ii. In what areas might your pride be keeping you from seeing and responding to God’s work in your life?  
4. Josh’s third point was that Jesus is “the Light of the world….  He gives spiritual sight….  He opens our eyes to see how desperate we are, and how great his grace for us is.”  
a. What does the healing of the blind man show us about spiritual sight?

b. In what ways did the blind man show that he had “spiritual sight”?  What did he see about Jesus that the Pharisees didn’t?

c. Why is it so hard for us to be desperate spiritually?

d. How does our lack of spiritual desperation cause us to remain in spiritual blindness? In what areas are you becoming aware that you might be spiritually blind?

5. Josh highlighted that those of us who grew up in the church and/or those of us who live comfortably are especially susceptible to spiritual blindness. The degree we understand the depth of our sinfulness is the degree to which we will experience God’s love.
a. Has there been any growth in your understanding of the depth of your sinfulness or has there been an event or moment that made it more real to you?

b. How can we cultivate our spiritual sight by being more aware of our sinfulness and being more desperately dependent on God?

6. Our humble dependence on God may be the only "sign" of Jesus that people see.  How are we growing in that?  By our humble dependence are we cultivating the ground to invite people to Alpha?
7. Prayer. Among our usual prayer requests, pray that God will help us move from theory to a practical experience of our desperate need for his daily love and guidance.
For Personal Study and Meditation
:
Consider this simple outline of this story to help you organize your thoughts.

I. John 9:1-7 – The healing at the pool of Siloam

II. John 9:8-34 – The interrogation of the blind man now healed

III. John 9:35-41 – Jesus re-enters the story to interpret the events

The Gospels have numerous stories of Jesus healing blind people (Matthew 9:27-31, 11:5, 12:22, 15:30, 21:14; Mark 8:22-26, 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43).  Jesus was a healer and the healing of the blind was one of the most notable features of this ministry. 

The method of Jesus’ healings is not always the same.  Here Jesus makes a mud cake out of his saliva and applies it to the man’s eyes.  Saliva was thought to have medicinal power at the time.  While Jesus does not always do this when healing the blind, it is not unusual. Mark records two times where Jesus does the same thing (Mark 7:32-35, 8:22-25).

The situation of the blind man provides an occasion for those witnessing it to ask a theological question.  Whose fault is this?  Who is responsible for this suffering?  Is this man’s blindness a consequence of his parents’ sin?  The question is an important one that people from all eras have asked.  Why do these things happen?  How does Jesus answer the question? How does the rest of the chapter help to answer the question?  Are you satisfied with the answer?

Respond to the following quote.

While the Bible allows a general relationship between suffering and sin, due to the fall (cf. Genesis 3, Romans 5:12f.), it refuses to permit the principle to be individualized in every case.  Sin has produced a suffering world, but an individual’s personal suffering is not always attributable to his or her personal sin… This was the issue between Job and his friends, and the lesson of the book of Job is God’s dismissal of that simplistic theology of suffering.  It is here dismissed by Jesus.  (Milne, p.137)
For those witnessing this miracle there is not consensus on what happened or who Jesus is.  Confusion seems to abound.  Take a few notes listing the various responses of the neighbors, parents and the Pharisees.  

Where is the humor and irony in this story?

Who believes and who remains in unbelief? 

Why do some of the Jews persist in unbelief?

What do the man’s parents have to say?

What role does the Sabbath play in this miracle?

There is tremendous arrogance in the response of some Pharisees in verses 24-34.  What role does the Pharisees’ arrogance play in their refusal to listen, learn and see what is happening spiritually in the blind man’s healing?  List the ways in which they express their attitude of spiritual superiority

.

It is easy to see the flaws of the Pharisees. But think about arrogance and your Christian life.  Try to think of examples where your pride has made you unable to respond to God. Let this passage help you to reflect on the necessary role humility plays in the Christian life. Be ready to share with your home group how they can encourage and pray for you in this regard.

There is a tremendous irony in this story.  The man who formerly lived in darkness can now see because of the light, and the religious leaders who have good eyes continue to live in spiritual darkness.  Jesus did not simply give the blind man sight, he gave him life.  Think about your own life and how Jesus healed your spiritual blindness.  How has Jesus become not just the light of the world, but also the light of your life? 

Does this story cause you to re-think your Christian life in any way?  What are one or two principles from this story that you would like to apply to your life this week?  How can you practically do this?

The story ends with the newly sighted man proclaiming, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and he worshiped him (v. 38).  We should have no less of a response!
� For those interested in theoretical/philosophical questions: Where do you think the line is between someone suffering the appropriate consequences for sin and someone innocently suffering because their bodies, the world or people are fallen?
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