Four Days Dead

John 11

Small Group Discussion Guide


Warm-up question: 
· The miracle today will be the seventh and last sign of Jesus in John’s Gospel.  What have you learned thus far about him from the previous signs (turning water into wine, feeding the 5,000, healing a paralyzed man by the pool, healing the official’s son, healing a man born blind, walking on water and claming a storm, etc.)? Did one of those particularly have an impact on you? 
As you TAKE TURNS READING John 11, pretend you are an investigative reporter.  What do you learn about Jesus from this passage?  

The following outline is provided to help keep the story clear:   

I. The death of Lazarus (11:1-16)

II. The resurrection teaching of Jesus (11:17-37)

III. Jesus’ raising of Lazarus (11:38-44)

IV. Two responses:  Choice of faith in or the plot to kill Jesus (11: 45-57)
1. When Jesus heard the news that Lazarus was extremely sick, what was his response?  
a. Imagine that you are Mary or Martha and your messengers come back with the news that your close friend, Jesus, is delaying his coming? What would be your initial response?  How would you feel?
b. Has God ever made you wait for something significant?  How did that make you feel at the time?
c. What reason does Jesus give for waiting?
  What’s your honest initial reaction to this reason?  Do you ever have an internal battle within between faith and discouragement?

2. Quoted here is the interchange between Martha and Jesus when Jesus first arrives:
20  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21  "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." 23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24  Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26  and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27  "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

a. How would you describe Martha’s faith in Jesus in this interaction?  And, does it change?
b. Why do you think that Jesus responds to her the way he does?  What purpose does he have?
c. How does God interact with you to help you grow in faith?  Describe.

3. As Pastor Josh said Sunday, “Jesus makes some outrageous claims. ‘I am the bread of life.’ ‘I am the light of the world.’”  In this passage he makes his most direct and outrageous claim, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” (v25-26)  

a. Pastor Josh breaks this claim down into two parts: resurrection, and life. First, to understand resurrection, we must understand that death is a separation (of body from spirit and of loved ones from each other). Resurrection, however, is reuniting them back together. 

i. Imagine what it will feel like to be reunited with some of your loved ones in heaven.  What will that feel like? How does this make you feel toward God?
ii. What is your response to knowing that your soul will be reunited with a new body in heaven?  A new body and a new psyche where “there will be no more tears”?


b. Second, Josh states that Jesus “transforms people’s lives now from existence into living.”  Jesus provides the “abundant life” (John 10:10) – an engaged, vigorous, joy-filled life.
i. Do you have an engaged, vigorous, joy-filled life?  If not, what do you think is keeping you from it?  Does this passage provide any hints or help?
ii. If this abundant life is found in a person, not a system or philosophy, as Pastor Josh said, how is your relationship going with this person of Jesus?

4. Jesus is not just one who interacts with people on an intellectual level of truth (though this is very important), but also interacts with people on an emotional, visceral level. Reread the passage below:
32  When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34  "Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they replied. 35  Jesus wept. 36  Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37  But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 38  Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.

a. What is your initial reaction toward Jesus when reading this passage?  Explain.
b. As Josh stated, “Martha needed words of truth; Mary simply needed his tears. And Jesus wept with her.”  Have you ever felt like Jesus has wept with you?  If so describe. 
c. Did you know that a key role of the Holy Spirit is to be “The Comforter,” to be Emmanuel, which means “God with Us”?  How does this encourage you?

5. Consider the scene in vv. 38-44. 

a. Try to recollect a time when you have been in a cemetery, following a death and burial. What would you be thinking and feeling if you heard Jesus say, “Take away the stone?” And if he yelled toward the grave, “Come out!” 

b. What would you be thinking and feeling if you watched a body, wrapped in cloths, come walking out of the tomb? What do you think the scene was like after Lazarus was alive again? 

c. How do Jesus’ actions here, in conjunction with his statement in vv. 25-26, give us a real and grounded hope?

6. If Jesus could already defeat death, as he did in Lazarus’ case, why did he still have to go to the cross and be killed himself? See John 19:30 and 2 Corinthians 5:20-21. 

a. How is the resurrection of Jesus greater than that of Lazarus? What does his resurrection accomplish that the resurrection of Lazarus could not? 

7. Response to the miracle. 

a. For what reason did this event lead the Jewish leaders to plan Jesus’ execution? (See v. 48)

b. How did the high priest unwittingly prophesy about what Jesus would accomplish through is death? (See vv. 49-50)

c. If you have time, read John 12:1-11, to see more of the dramatic effects of the raising of Lazarus. Why do the Jewish leaders plot to kill Lazarus as well? 

d. Just as in the passage, there are two ways we can respond: in faith, or in hostility. As many writers have pointed out, it is impossible to see Jesus do the things he did and claim the things he claimed and remain neutral. How is this the case? Could he merely be a good man, or a good teacher, if he claimed to be the “Resurrection and the Life” and yet wasn’t who he said he was? 
i. What do you feel is an appropriate response for you, to this sign of Jesus?

ii. If you are not ready to follow him, would you consider coming to the Thursday Alpha dinners/videos to more thoroughly investigate Jesus’ claims? If you are a believer, you still have a choice: greater faith or shutting God out. Many believers have had the death of a dream, relationship or accomplishment. Can you still have faith in Jesus despite this, even if that thing does not get resurrected in this life?
8. Prayer. Share about your needs with one another. Among our usual prayer requests, pray that God will help us to have faith in him even during the most tragic and difficult times, or at least be honest with him about how we feel as the Psalmist David did. Pray as well for people who will come to Alpha to explore the claims of Jesus.
� v4 - "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it."
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