Glimpse:  Heaven

Small Group Discussion Guide

Colossians 3:1-2, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”

Warm-up question: 
· What do you imagine heaven to be like (we’re not looking for right answers here, just what you currently think about it)? How do you feel about heaven, in light of these impressions?
· What questions do you have about heaven? 

Take turns reading Luke 23:39-43
1. What are all the things you learn about heaven in the present from this passage?

  
2. Jesus describes heaven as “paradise.”  

a. What comes to mind when you think of this word?  


b. The word that Jesus uses hear for “paradise” is the same word used in Genesis 2:8-16 for “garden,” and also in Revelation 2:7. Does this biblical context shed any light on its meaning? How does this suggest what heaven might be like?

3. Take one of these insights from this passage about heaven and ask yourselves the question, “What difference does it make in my life today (attitudes, feelings, thoughts, or actions) that heaven is like this?”  

4. Pastor Josh pointed out, “Our existence in heaven when we die (even before the Resurrection) will involve purposeful activity.”  What difference does this truth make to you? Does this differ from your impressions of heaven?

5. Pastor Josh also stated, “We and our loved ones will be recognizable.”  Does this matter to you?  If so, explain.
Take turns reading Revelation 21:1-6 and 22:1-5. 
1. As you read these two passages from Revelation, note all that you learn about our future heaven (after Jesus returns and we receive our new bodies). Have someone make a list of your observations.
2. Choose one or two of these observations and answer the following question, “What difference does it make in my life today (attitudes, feelings, thoughts, or actions) that our future heaven will be like this?”


3. Pastor Josh listed three ways that the reality of heaven makes a difference in our lives:
· It leads us to value this world [when we realize that God is going to redeem this world and make it our eternal home].
· It also makes us free to sacrifice. 
· We have a living hope, which enables us to endure anything in the present. 

a. Which of these differences is most meaningful to you?  Please explain.
b. Josh said that his hope was for this glimpse of our future glory to shape the way that we view life now. Can you see your approach to life now being formed by your understanding of heaven? 
c. After learning about all these aspects of heaven, how has it affected you?  Did it provide comfort?  Give hope?  Motivate you to serve?  Cause greater gratitude?  Etc.
4. Prayer. Among our usual prayer requests, also
a. Share some way that you need the reality of heaven to impact your current existence. 

b. Praise God for the way he has designed heaven for us.

c. Ask God to make these heavenly realities more of a difference in our current lives.
� For leaders:  Josh derived these 3 points from this passage:  1) heaven is immediate upon death for people who have trusted Jesus; 2) in heaven we are in the presence of Jesus; and 3) our experience upon death is one of paradise.
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