Glimpse: Hell

Luke 16:19-31 (NIV)

Small Group Discussion Guide


(Note to Facilitators:  We encourage you to have a significant time of prayer after this study, so you may want to watch the time as you go through the questions.)
1. Warmup:  How do you feel about discussing the topic of hell? Do you have any initial questions or thoughts about hell?  (Leaders – We leave it to you whether this needs to be said or just modeled:  “At TVC, we have a history of encouraging the free discussion of opinions and ideas, so while it is fine to disagree with each other, let’s be careful of jumping too quickly and strongly to ‘correct’ another’s opinion.  We want the small group to be a safe environment to hear what people really think and feel.”)

2. This week’s message was built on the premise that to appreciate the grace of heaven, we must understand the reality of hell. In order to understand that reality, Pastor Josh stated that we needed to consider four questions.  

a. The first question was “Is hell real; does it exist?”  Did you believe in hell before Sunday’s sermon?  What do you think about it now?

b. Josh provided three reasons why we must acknowledge that hell is real.  Pick at least one of the three below and answer the questions (i, ii, iii) just below them:

- The logical necessity of hell:  If we don’t want Hitler, etc., in heaven, there must be a place to send them. Hell cannot exist in some cases, and not exist in others. 
- The ecological necessity of hell:  You can’t get rid of spiders or the bugs they eat will multiply.  In a similar cause-effect relationship, if we “get rid of hell,” then Christian doctrine falls apart; for example, Christ died for nothing (Gal 2:21).
- The biblical necessity of hell:  The Bible is our authority and it overwhelmingly confirms the existence of hell.

i. Any questions about the argument?  Need any clarification?

ii. How do you feel about this principle? 

iii. How convincing was it? Was there anything new that you learned?


3. Josh’s second question was “If hell exists, then what is it; what is the nature of hell?” Read each of the following passages as a whole group or split into two groups, read your assigned passage and investigate how the Bible describes hell, then report back to the other group.

a. Group 1 – Matthew 22:13; Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:42; Luke 16:19-31.
b. Group 2 - Jude 1:13; Job 18:5–21; Rev. 14:10, Rev. 21:8; Rev. 14:11; Daniel 12:2
Note what you discover about the nature of hell in the spaces that follow:

c. Discuss: What difference does it make to us that hell is like this?


4. Josh’s third question was “How could a loving God send people to hell?”  Josh provided three answers to this question: 
- God didn’t create hell for people:  It was originally created for the devil and the angels who followed him instead of God.
- God does not want anyone to go to hell:  2 Peter 3:9 and 2 Samuel 14:14
- God’s love requires hell:  God doesn’t force people to love him, but accepts their free choice.

a. Any questions about any of these?  Need any clarification?

b. How convincing were they? Do you disagree with any of them?

c. Was there anything new that you learned?



5. Josh’s fourth question was “Knowing what we know about hell, what difference does it make?”
a. Based on what you’ve just learned about the nature of hell and how it could coexist with a loving God, what difference does that make to you?


b. Would this increased knowledge of hell change the way you live now in any way?  Explain.


c. Does this increased awareness of hell (and of God in relation to it) bring up any emotions for you?  Fear, appreciation, gratitude, reverence, etc.?


d. Finally, knowing what you now know about the reality and nature of hell, how might this affect the way you reach out to those who have not trusted in Christ?



Sharing/Prayer
Among our usual requests, pray for a greater spiritual sensitivity and compassion on our part toward our fellow humans who have not yet trusted in Jesus.
� Luke 16:19-31; Mk. 9:42; Jude 1:13; Job 18:5–21; Rev. 14:10, Rev. 21:8; Lk. 16:24; Mt. 22:13; Rev. 14:11; Dan. 12:2; Mt.25:46.
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