Unstoppable: Asking the Wrong Questions
Acts 12:25-13:12

Small Group Discussion Guide


(Note to Facilitators:  We encourage you to have a significant time of prayer after this study, so you may want to watch the time as you go through the questions.)
Warm-up question:  Pastor Josh began with a story about the importance of asking the right question: “How can this man in a wheelchair drive?” not “Can he drive?”  Answer one of the following questions:
a. What is one of the best questions that you have ever been asked and why? 
b. Who do you know is great at asking insightful questions?  Describe. 
c. What is the one question you most like people to ask you?
1. Josh stated that the question Luke is addressing with this portion of Acts is, “How will the good news of Jesus break into the lives of people in our community and in every part of the world, so that they can know true life as well? And how can we be part of that great adventure?”
a. What is your initial reaction to this question?  Does it motivate you?  Scare you?  Etc.
Take turns reading Acts 12:25-13:3
2. In vv 13:1-3, the leaders of the Antioch church heard from the Holy Spirit (Josh explained that it was probably through one of the leaders who had the spiritual gift of prophecy).
a. What do you know about the church at Antioch? If you need help, go back to Acts 11. 

b. What clues do you find in vv1-3 that might indicate what enabled these leaders to listen to the Lord?
c. Have you ever tried any of these practices in order to hear the Lord better?  Have you tried any others?  Did they help you hear from the Lord?

d. Let’s ask ourselves the question Josh asked Sunday:  “How often do we seriously stop to seek the Lord and what he would have for us?”  What keeps us from more regularly seeking the Lord’s will for our lives? Can you share an experience when you did fervently seek the Lord and he answered?
3. Josh comments on these first three verses, “Here’s where we see the first answer to our question: How will the good news that Jesus is alive get to people all over the world in a way that will give them true life?  The Holy Spirit prompts some of us to go and many of us to send.”
a. What is your first reaction to this statement?  Is it motivating?  Scary?  Etc.
b. Have your ever seen yourself as a sender or "goer"?  Explain.
c. Discuss the following statement: “There are really 3 options when it comes to mission: you can go, you can send, or you can disobey. There is no other option.”

d. Where some see risk, others see “adventure.”  What would it take for you to see your role in God reaching the world as an “adventure”?

4. Read what Pastor Josh summarized from JoshuaProject.net.
Unreached groups can be defined as those that don’t have enough followers of Christ and resources to take the good news to their own people—where 5% or less of the population are professing Christians. Today there are over 7 billion people in the world, consisting of 16,000 people groups—6550 of those people groups are unreached—that’s over 3 billion people.…  1800 languages still need a Bible translation project to begin. 180 million people speak a language where no Bible translation project has even begun….  Even parts of NYC are considered unreached.
a. What’s your emotional reaction, if any, to this summary?  
b. If you are not a "goer," in what ways might you be able to support the “goers” to unreached people groups?
c. Are you aware of the ways we as a church (TVC) are involved in supporting missions to unreached people groups?  Those who know, please share.

5. Take turns reading Acts 13:4-12 and note the role of the Holy Spirit in this passage.
a. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in God’s mission to reach unreached people in this passage?  List and discuss ways the Holy Spirit was involved.
b. Josh talked about how the Holy Spirit had been working in the proconsul before the arrival of Paul and Barnabas. How does this awareness of the Spirit’s work take the pressure off of us?

c. How would you characterize the response of Elymas the Sorcerer to the gospel?  Explain.
d. How would you characterize the response of the proconsul?  What convinced him?
e. Why do you think these two responses were different?  (Are there any clues in the passage?)
f. How can we be more like the proconsul than the Sorcerer in responding to God?


6. What do you feel is an appropriate response for us, upon reading how the Spirit worked in Acts 12:25-13:12?
a. How can we be better listeners for the will and direction of God?

b. How can we better participate in God’s great adventure of sharing the love of Christ to those who don’t know Him?
c. Is there some area of experience or expertise that God has given you, which could be useful in missions, either short or long-term? (Hint: most missionaries are not pastors! They are skilled professionals or language teachers). 


NOTE:  In order to help us understand how God has equipped us for the role he has for us, there is an upcoming Adult Bible Fellowship (ABF) class, “Thriving in Ministry,” that will help you understand:
a) the ministry God has put on your heart, 
b) the spiritual gifts he has given you, 
c) your God-shaped personality that affects the way you do ministry, and
d) the natural strengths with which he has equipped you.  
This class will meet 7 times in June & July, 9:15am-10:30am, Sundays, at church.

SHARING/PRAYER: Among our usual requests, ask God to help us find our role in his great adventure in sharing the love of Christ to those who don’t know Him.
� A loose paraphrase of something Pastor John Piper said in a sermon.
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