Kerygma

Acts 13:13-52

Small Group Discussion Guide


(Note to Facilitators:  We encourage you to have a significant time of prayer after this study, so you may want to watch the time as you go through the questions.  Feel free to make some questions optional.)

1. Warmup:  Pastor Josh began by talking about the best-selling toy of all time (Rubik’s Cube).  What was your favorite toy growing up and why?
Pastor Josh stated that in Acts 13 we see the early Christian kerygma… the Christian message in a nutshell.  Take turns reading Acts 13:13-52 and outline or list what seem to be the major points of this Christian message:

a. _______________________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________________________


c. _______________________________________________________________________


d. _______________________________________________________________________


e. _______________________________________________________________________


f. _______________________________________________________________________


g. _______________________________________________________________________


h. _______________________________________________________________________

i. _______________________________________________________________________
2. Pastor Josh mentioned three compelling reasons for us to be confident in the Christian message.  First, “Be confident because we have a message that is grounded in historical events.”
a. According to our passage, what Old Testament (OT) events (before Christ’s birth) pointed to the unfolding Christian story? 


b. What difference do these events make to the Christian message?

c. What New Testament events about the life of Christ was the Christian message grounded in, according to our passage?


d. What difference do these events make to the Christian message?


e. If you haven’t already answered this question, why is Jesus’ death and resurrection so central and necessary to the Christian message? Where would our faith be if Jesus didn’t arise?



3. Josh’s second point was “We have a message that every human being needs.”  He mentioned that his four-year old daughter said, “Daddy, it’s so hard to not do bad things.”
a. How does this characterize the universal human need? Do you identify with this struggle?  Explain.
b. How does this perspective differ from much of what our culture teaches, such as the self-help movement?

c. According to Paul’s sermon, what hope do we have in battling our sinful nature?


d. Josh summarized one part of Paul’s sermon, pointing out the emphasis on God’s initiative:

God made the people prosper; God led them out of that country; he endured their conduct; he gave the land to his people as their inheritance. God gave them judges… 23 God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised.  “What God promised our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus… God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay.” (vv33-34)

What do you see in this section that gives you hope and encouragement as you deal with your sinful nature, doubts, and/or hard times?
4. Josh’s third reason why we can be confident in the Christian message was “We have a message that brings illogical joy.”
a. How do you see this in the Christians’ reaction to persecution in this story? Why does Josh call “illogical?” Have you experienced this kind of joy?

b. We get this joy from the Holy Spirit.  At this point in time, describe how full of the Spirit you think you are.  Do you desire more of the Spirit? 

c. Josh stated that when he visited a third world country, the Christians he encountered seemed more joyful than those back home in the states. Why do you think that is? While we have much that they don’t, what do they have that we are missing?
5. Josh emphasized that today’s message could strike you differently, depending on where you are in your spiritual journey. For some, it speaks to a struggle to accept the Christian story as true; for others, it speaks to fear or questions about being on mission. 

a. Where are you in this process? How did this message speak to where you are? 

b. With what questions are you still wrestling? 

c. Are there clear any next steps for you? 


Sharing/Prayer

Among our prayer requests, pray that we will be filled with the Spirit so our lives are filled with joy.  Pray that we would be confident in the Christian message’s historical validity, and the universal human need for it, so that we will share our faith with enthusiasm.
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