"Irreconcilable Differences"

Acts 15:1-16:5

Small Group Discussion Guide


(Note to Facilitators:  We encourage you to have a significant time of prayer after this study, so you may want to watch the time as you go through the questions.  Feel free to make some optional.)

1. Warmup:  Who do you know who is a good conflict resolver and why?  What specifically do they do that seems to make conflict go so well for them?
2. Now, let’s turn to the big first century conflict. Read Acts 15:1-5.  
a. What exactly was the point of contention here? 

b. While we might not argue for circumcision, are there other ways that we insist that people need faith in “Jesus plus?” 

c. Read Acts 15:6-19.  How did the Apostles solve this thorny problem? How did experience and Scripture (Old Testament prophecies) come together in the decision process?


3. Pastor Josh stated that our passage reveals a central question:  How can our church family stay healthy and even grow through conflicts and disagreements?  And Josh saw two answers to this question.
a. The first answer Pastor Josh had to this question is “keep the gospel central to every issue.” He elaborated by saying that the Christian message is not advice about how to live a good, moral life; it is good news about what Jesus has accomplished for you. What do you think of this statement? 
b. What does it look life in real life, to keep the gospel central to every issue?  How, for example, would you keep the gospel central over a difference in the church between worship styles, say casual (acoustic guitars) vs. rock vs. more formal?

c. What are some of the drawbacks of falling back into legalism (i.e., “God likes us more because of our performance”)?  We all do it from time to time, so how does legalism negatively affect us and others?
d. Where is the balance between the truth that grace (through faith) alone saves us, on the one hand, and the fact that our faith should have observable demonstrations of godly behavior (as James notes in James 2:14-26)?


4. Josh’s second answer for how to grow through conflict was “view non-essential issues in light of the gospel.”

a. First, review what TVC thinks are essential issues.  See addendum for the statement of faith.  Any questions about these statements or why they are essential?


b. The end of our passage in Acts may encourage us because people as great as Paul and Barnabas disagreed vehemently. Mark had quit on Paul and Barnabas earlier but now wanted to continue with them. Paul wanted to exclude Mark and even split with Barnabas over this issue.
  Read Acts 15:36-41. Was Paul right to stand his ground regarding John Mark? Why or why not?


5. Acts 16:1-5. Does Paul’s course of action here strike you as odd? He has just argued passionately against circumcision for Gentiles, and here he has Timothy circumcised. Why does he make this compromise? Do you have any experience with compromising on a non-essential issue for the benefit of others, either in the church, or others outside the church who need to hear the good news?

Sharing/Prayer

Among our prayer request, pray that we will keep the gospel central and be filled with grace for each other on non-essential issues of the Christian faith.

The Three Village Church Statement of Faith

1. The Scripture

We believe the original writings of the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired

Word of God, unerring in all they teach and affirm. They are the complete revelation of God’s will for

the salvation of men and the final authority for all Christian faith and life.

2. The Trinity

We believe in one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existing in three persons:

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. The Person of Christ

We believe that Jesus Christ is true God and true man, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He died on the cross, a sacrifice for our sins according to the Scriptures. He rose bodily from the dead, ascended to the right hand of God, and is now our High Priest.

4. The Nature of Man

We believe that man was created in God’s image, but fell into sin and is now lost and in need of regeneration by the Holy Spirit for salvation.

5. The Salvation of Man

We believe man’s redemption was accomplished by the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross for our sins, and is available as a free gift of God to all who repent and trust Christ as personal Lord and Savior.

6. The Holy Spirit

We believe the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, convict men of sin, regenerate those who believe, and indwell, guide, instruct, and empower the Christian for Godly living and service.

7. The Church

We believe the Church to be composed of all who are regenerated by the Holy Spirit and have placed their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior.

8. The Return of Christ

We believe in the personal and imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9. The Last Judgment

We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead, of the believer to everlasting blessedness with the

Lord, of the unbeliever to everlasting punishment.


� In his later letters, we see Paul’s change of heart as he refers to John Mark as “helpful to me in my ministry” (2Tim 4:11), a “fellow worker” (Phm 1:24), and even “my son” (1Pe 5:13).


� Secondary issues can be issues such as worship style, leadership approach, how church government is structured, drinking alcohol, end times, whether charismatic/miraculous gifts exist today, etc.


� One of the authors of this study guide adjust in that he sings softly and in the back of the church because his voice is so bad it reduces the worship experience for others.  (
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