The Bottom Line

Acts 19:21-41
Small Group Guide
Opening question: 

· What is a good thing in your life that brings you joy and pleasure?

Optional Reading for Background:  We are back to the book of Acts.  The book of Acts follows the movement of the Christian gospel from its outset, with a small group of Jewish people in Jerusalem, to the place where it has become a growing, worldwide phenomenon including people of many different races and backgrounds.  What we saw before in our look at Acts is that God has been pursuing this mission of reconciling people with himself, and making them alive in a whole new way through Jesus, ever since. It is a mission that he is still pursuing today, right here on Long Island and around the world, and it’s the one project that we can join our lives to that is certain to succeed. It is unstoppable.
The book of Acts began with Jesus, 40 days after his resurrection, standing with his first followers on a hillside.  Jesus makes both a promise and declares his mission in Acts 1:8:
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
1. What are all the elements of this mission statement?  (For example, Who is Jesus commissioning?  What is his goal?  How does Jesus equip them to accomplish this goal?)
2. Read Acts 19:19-22 (and 26a).  Up to this point, how much of Jesus’ goal has been accomplished and how much is left; where are we now in Acts?
Now that you have a grasp of the background, TAKE TURNS READING ACTS 19:23-41
3. From the near riot that the silversmith Demetrius caused, what did Josh say was the “deadly, destructive condition” that the Ephesians had and that we all have?  
a. Since most of us do not own or desire carved idols, how would you define the word “idolatry” in our modern day?  Explain in detail. 

i. After discussion, refer to Romans 1:25. 
ii. Josh also cited Timothy Keller’s description: “An idol is whatever is functionally most important to your happiness, your identity, your hope and your meaning.” How does this description shed light on our current idolatry?
b. Idols are easy to see in others are hard to see in ourselves.  Why is that?
c. Name some idols in current day (not just of non-Christians, but of Christians as well).

d. Pastor Josh said, “The interesting thing about idols is that they never give us what they promise.”  How do idols ultimately let us down?
e. From this discussion thus far, have you become aware of idols in your life?  Are there pursuits, or relationships, or other things that you have made your functional god?
4. So, we all have idols.  How are we healed and/or freed from idols?  Read the following passages and discuss the answer they seem to give.
a. Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
b. Romans 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”
c. Acts 19:18-20 “Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds.  A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.  In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”
d. But then there’s a problem.  Josh said, “You won’t get free from idols simply by willpower, by trying harder. There are actually a couple of places where Paul says that there are destructive, demonic forces at work in idols, which is why they are so hard to overcome. But the healing is found when you let the gospel occupy the center of our hearts.”  

5. Discuss this important statement from Josh’s sermon, about finding healing in particular areas of idolatry: The secret is in applying what Jesus has done for you to the motivational structure of your heart.
a. What does this look like in various areas of our functional idolatry? Give examples.
6. Share and Pray:  The study is shorter today so we can spend some extended time in prayerful battling for each other’s idols.  So among our usual prayer requests, let’s pray for each other’s idols. Share at your own level of comfort.
� If you need help, think of what we use other than God to make ourselves feel OK, to give us identity, meaning, and purpose.
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